
 

el for us now that we have 

fewer resources. We can em-

power people to solve prob-

lems on their own block”. 

It’s through events like “Coffee 

with the Captain” and collabo-

rations with community 

groups like Bates Place that 

the police department hopes 

to empower people in the 

Grand Rapids community. 

“Coffee with the Captain” al-

ready inspired one of the 

women at the meeting to take 

charge in her neighborhood. 

The residents of the house 

next door to hers were in-

volved in a variety of disrup-

tive and even  criminal activi-

ties. She shared the story with 

the group of how she and her 

neighbors banded together to 

exert pressure on the landlord 

to get them evicted, instead of 

waiting until the disruptive 

neighbors had to be arrested.  

Payne interjected with,  

“Community policing in ac-

tion!” 

Although many of the issues 

covered at “Coffee with the 

Captain” are serious ones, 

the atmosphere of the 

meeting is casual — more 

like a chat between friends 

than an official meeting. Reg-

ular attendees trade barbs 

with one another. Two of the 

newcomers discover they 

had lived on the same street 

as children. 

This month, Blakely brought 

a cake for Payne, who recent-

ly had a birthday. There was 

also chicken and, of course, 

coffee, though the captain 

himself never has any. 

“I don’t actually drink 

coffee,” he laughs. “So I don’t 

know why we call this thing 

‘Coffee with the Captain.’” 

Marco Bulpes passes out 

business cards for his recent-

ly-opened coffee shop, Ma-

yan Buzz Cafe, to everyone 

who does drink coffee. 

“Only 24-hour cafe in the 

city and located walking 

distance from Founder’s 

Brewing Company,” he ad-

vertises. “Best cup of coffee 

in the city!” 

Blakely quips in response: 

“I think we all know the 

best cup of coffee is right 

here at Bates Place.” 

After the formal portion of 

“Coffee with the Captain” 

ends, the attendees linger 

for a while to chat with one 

another and enjoy some 

birthday cake. On their way 

out, many offer Captain 

Payne a firm handshake, 

thanking him for what he’s 

doing in their community. 

~Grace Ruiter 

Grace is a junior at Calvin 

College, majoring in English   
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“With so many programs 

and services in danger, 

Payne believes that the 

department will have to 

rely on “community polic-

ing” to keep Grand Rapids 

safe. 

“Community policing” is 

more proactive the reac-

tive”’ he explains. “We try 

to identify the problems 

and work with the commu-

nity to help solve those 

problems. It’s a great mod-

The Rest of the Story…... 

“Coffee with the Cap-

tain” meets the first 

Tuesday of every month 

at 5:30 PM. 

PLEASE RESERVE THE DATE   

SECOND ANNUAL PIG ROAST SATURDAY MAY 3, 2014 

 WISH LIST 
Every gift to Bates Place helps us serve people in some way. We also offer donors the 

opportunity to support us in more tangible ways: 

50# Bag of Popcorn-$38 Sam’s Club             Ream of Orange Paper                             PC/Mouse/Keyboard $130 CompRenew 

30” Swivel Bar Stool  w/ Back                         Large Kitchen Garbage Can w/Lid          4” Notebook– Used is fine                                 

Ream of Card Stock                                          100 ct. Roll of Stamps $49.00                  Rolls of Scotch Tape 3/4” 

Ream of Yellow Paper                                      Ream of Card Stock                                   4GB Thumb Drives 

      THANK YOU FOR YOUR PAST GENEROUS DONATIONS  



    

  

Here’s What Bates Place Ministries 
Has To Offer! 

 

Bates Place Ministries (BPM) was established in 2007 as a direct response to community  

needs. Rev. Bryan R. Blakely, Sr. serves as Executive Director.  The BPM Drop-in Center  

is located in, and serves the southeast urban community bounded by Division and Fuller Avenues, 

Wealthy and Hall Streets, SE.  At the drop-in center, you can stop by to savor  

a cup of coffee, enjoy engaging conversation, discuss current events and concerns,  

and potential solutions to whatever challenges you may be facing. 

 

Stop by Bates Place! 

636 Bates Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.  Ph. 616-241-2283 

Service Hours:  9:00 am - 4:00 pm.  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday.   


